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PHOTO BY JEFF ANTENORE 
Residents take in the sunset at the end of the San Clemente Pier on Sunday during Chabad San Clemente’s annual menorah lighting 


ceremony at a pre-Hanukkah celebration. The eight-day Jewish Festival of Lights commences tonight. 
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By Deepa Bharath » dbharath@scng.com » @reporterdeepa on Twitter 


Tonight, Jewish communities in Southern California will light a menorah to mark the first 
night of the eight-day Hanukkah celebration. 1 Also known as the Festival of Lights, Ha- 
nukkah, which means “dedication” in Hebrew, commemorates the miraculous victory of 
the minority Maccabee Jews over their Greek-Syrian oppressors, reinforcing their right to 
religious freedom, more than 2,000 years ago. ‘| This millennia-old tale has not only stood 
the test of time, but has grown in relevance to Jews in the United States during a year 
when anti-Semitic incidents have increased by 67 percent and neo-Nazis marched in Char- 
lottesville, Virginia, during a summer rally chanting, “Jews will not replace us.” 


In the 1980s and 1990s, Hanukkah, which 
was a relatively minor holiday and didn’t even 
get a mention in the Hebrew Bible, became not 
just the most publicly celebrated Jewish holi- 
day in the United States, but one of the bright- 
est expressions of Jewish history and pride in 


this country. 


There’s no question that Christmas had an 
influence on the way Hanukkah is celebrated 
stateside, said Rabbi Richard Steinberg, who 
leads Congregation Shir Ha-Ma/alot in Irvine 
and is chairman of the Orange County Human 


Relations Commission. 


The Festival of Lights isn’t celebrated with 
similar zeal even in Israel, he said. 
“But it’s so significant for the American Jew- 


Bruce Brown, 
‘The Endless 
Summer’ 

=) filmmaker, dies 
He helped change 
the perception of 
Brown surfers with his 
influential 1966 movie. LocaL 1 


Pentagon will take 
transgender enlistees 
starting Jan. 1 


Legal challenges to President 
Donald Trump’s ban lead to 
decision to accept transgender 
recruits. NEWS 3 


Moore, Jones make final push 


for Alabama seat in Senate 
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Longtime ‘Good Day LA’ host 
Steve Edwards leaves Fox/11 
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“T believe that if ish community because it symbolizes the 

= celebration of religious freedom for which 

we were to refrain the Maccabees fought and won,” Steinberg 

from celebrating said. “It symbolizes the miracle of light dur- 

orhavea ing dark times.” 

= f Community leaders say they haven’t seen a 

less-enthusiastic dimming of enthusiasm over public Hanuk- 
celebration, we kah celebrations this year. 

. “T believe that if we were to refrain from 
would be handing celebrating or have a less-enthusiastic cele- 
a victory to bigots, bration, we would be handing a victory to 

racists and bigots, racists and anti-Semites,” said Josh 
anti-Semites.” Aaronson, senior rabbi at Temple Judea in 


Tarzana, which about 800 families attend. 
“Tve been encouraging people to get out 
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— Josh Aaronson, senior rabbi 
at Temple Judea in Tarzana 


No female directors? 
Golden Globes’ big snubs 


Press group 
stays in its 
comfort zone 
with its picks 


By Rob Lowman » rlowman@scng.com » @roblowman1 on Twitter 


There were no surprises when the 75th Golden Globes nom- 
inations were announced Monday morning in Beverly Hills, 
unless you call it a surprise that the Hollywood Foreign Press 
Association stayed within its comfort zone. 

That the association didn’t nominate any female directors 

isn’t surprising, though it does make you take it less se- 
riously. Greta Gerwig, whose “Lady Bird” has drawn 
universal praise; Patty Jenkins, whose “Wonder 
Woman” was not only a big hit but the best big-ac- 


“Get Out” director 
Jordan Peele 
failed to get a 
nomination, and 


neither did tion movie of the year; and Dee Rees with her well- 
several female liked “Mudbound” were left off the list. 
directors. ‘ Perennial nominee Ridley Scott, who had to show 


the group a last-minute rough cut of his movie “All the 
Money in the World” with Kevin Spacey removed, got in. 
“All the Money,” however, did not get a nomina- 
tion in the best drama category, and neither 

did Joe Wright’s “Darkest Hour.” 
Considered a shoo-in for the best com- 
edy or musical slot, “The Big Sick” lost 
out to either “The Disaster Artist,” “I, 
Tonya” or “The Greatest Showman.” 
Disney’s massive hit “Beauty and the 
Beast” didn’t make it, either. “Get 
Out” was a sure thing in the cate- 
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Ash falls 


like snow 
as celebs 
flee coast 


Blaze bears down 
on Santa Barbara 


By Christopher Weber 
The Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES » Ash fell like snow 
and heavy smoke had residents 
gasping for air Monday as a huge 
Southern California wildfire ex- 
ploded in size, becoming the fifth- 
largest in state history and driv- 
ing celebrities from a wealthy 
hillside enclave. 

Tens of thousands have fled 
their homes as flames churn 
through foothill towns near 
Santa Barbara, the latest flare- 
up after a week of wind-fanned 
wildfires throughout the region. 

With acrid smoke thick in the 
air, even residents not under evac- 
uation orders took the chance to 
leave, fearing another shutdown 
of a key coastal highway that was 
closed intermittently last week. 

Officials handed out masks to 
those who stayed behind in Mon- 
tecito, an exclusive community 
about 75 miles northwest of Los 
Angeles that’s home to stars such 
as Oprah Winfrey, Jeff Bridges 
and Drew Barrymore. 

Actor Rob Lowe wore a mask as 
he live-streamed his family evac- 
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MIKE ELIASON — SANTA BARBARA COUNTY 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 


A tanker prepares to make a drop 
Monday near Carpinteria, about 10 
miles east of Santa Barbara. 


Pipe bomb 
attack hits 
subway at 
rush hour 


Suspect says he was 
inspired by ISIS 


By Colleen Long 
The Associated Press 


NEW YORK » A would-be suicide 
bomber inspired by Islamic State 
extremists strapped on a crude 
pipe bomb, slipped unnoticed 
into the nation’s busiest subway 
system and set the device off at 
morning rush hour Monday in 
a scenario that New York has 
dreaded for years, authorities 
said. 

In the end, 
the only serious 
wounds were to 
the suspect, identi- 
fied as Akayed Ul- 
lah, a 27-year-old 
Bangladeshi im- 
migrant and for- 
mer cab driver. 

But the attack Ullah 
sent terrified com- 
muters fleeing through a smoky 
passageway. Three people suf- 
fered headaches and ringing 
ears from the first bomb blast in 
the subway in more than two de- 
cades. 

“This was an attempted terror- 
ist attack,” Mayor Bill de Blasio 
said. “Thank God the perpetra- 
tor did not achieve his ultimate 
goals.” 

The suspect had looked at Is- 
lamic State propaganda online 
and told investigators that he 
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